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CORRIGERKDUM
STC/CO/24-25/Legal Division/EOI/10001 Date: 18.11.2024

Corrigendum to Expression of iInterest (EOIl) dated 25.10.2024 for
empanelment of Advocates and Law Firms to represent and assist The
State Trading Corporation of India Limited (STC) before various courts
and tribunals across the India to handle legal matters for a period of two

years.

STC vide its Advertisement reference no. STC/CO/24-25/Legal
Division/EOI/10001 dated 25.10.2024 has invited Expression of Interest
(EOI) in the prescribed format from Advocates/Law Firms for providing legal
services for its various matters before Hon'ble Supreme Court of India,
various High Courts across India, Debis Recovery Tribunal, NCLT/NCLAT,
District Courts, Statutory Authoritics,  Arbitration Tribunals, Dispute
Adjudication Boards and other judicial fora in Delhi and other jurisdictions
where STC is having operations/litigations, to defend STC. The Competent
Authority has decided that:

The last date of submission of response against EOIl is extended to
28.11.2024 at 15:00 hours. All others terms and condition of the above

EOI will remain the same. L\//JA
Q"\&iw\ fha

(Rupam ‘Kumar Gupta)
Deputy Manager (Law)
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@mmaﬂm @EUHHI THE STATE TRAD|NG CORPORATION OF INDIALTD.
DIVI S1oN ST (AGovt. of India Enterprise)
STC/CO/24-25/Legal Division/EOQOI /10001 Date: 25.10.2024

Sub: Expression of Interest (EOI) for empanelment of Advocates and Law
Firms to represent and assist The State Trading Corporation of India
Limited (STC) before various courts and tribunals across the India to
handle legal matters for a period of two years.

1. About STC

The State Trading Corporation of India Limited (hereinafter referred to as STC), is
a Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) under the administration control of
Ministry of ‘Commerce and Industries (MoC&l), Government of India. The
Company was registered in 1956 under the Companies Act 1956 having its
registered office at Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan,Tolstoy Marg, New Delhi — 110001
and its Representative Offices at Agra, Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Mumbai.

STC is presently functioning as non-operative Company due to cessation of
business activities since 2021. The main function of the Corporation is to attend
the trade recovery matters besides administrative/establishment matters pending
in various courts/tribunals/commissions.

2, Objective of EOI

STC is presently looking for empanelment of Advocates/Law Firms for providing
legal services for its various matters before Hon'ble Supreme Court of India,
various High Courts across India, Debts Recovery Tribunal, NCLT/NCLAT, District
Courts, Statutory Authorities, Arbitration Tribunals, Dispute Adjudication Boards
and other judicial fora in Delhi and other jurisdictions where STC is having
operations/litigations, to defend STC.

STC proposes to constitute a Panel of Advocates/Law Firms. Sealed Expression
of Interest (EOI) is invited in prescribed format from interested Advocates/Law
Firms for empanelment. The EOI document containing detail guidelines for
empanelment, schedule of fees, submission requirements and application format

can be downloaded from the website of STC at www.stclimited.co.in.
\&W\
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T @EZI &1 THE STATE TRADING CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.
HHTIT ST ([ (A Govt. of India Enterprise)
DIVISION

The response to this EOIl can be submitted through Regd. AD/Speed Post in
sealed envelopes super scribed with ‘Empanelment of Advocate/Law Frims
for...coo..o.... (Name of the place)” in prescribed format along with supporting
documents latest by 15:00 hours on or before 18.11.2024 to Shri Rupam
Kumar Gupta, Deputy Manager (Law), The State Trading Corporation of India
Limited, 10th Floor, Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan, Tolstoy Marg, New Delhi-
110001. Application submitted through E-Mail/Ordinary Post will not be accepted.
The above dates, if necessitated, may be changed and any notification for the
changed dates will be available on STC official website. EOI received after the
stipulated date and time of submission of EO| and not in accordance to guidelines

shall be summarily rejected.
'\/3/\’ I
(Ru

am Kumar Gupta)
Deputy Manager (Law)
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Expression of Interest inviting application for empanelment of Advocates/

Law Firms in STC

IR
STC

\ The State Trading Corporation of India Limited
Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan,1, Tolstoy Marg,
New Delhi —~ 110001
Phone: 011-23462005

Expression of Interest (EOIl) for empanelment of Advocates and Law Firms to
represent and assist The State Trading Corporation of India Limited (STC) before
various courts and tribunals across the India to handle legal matters for a period of

two years.

1. Eligibility:

A. Advocates/Law Firms (here-in-after the term ‘Advocate’ will also include
Law Firm) must have professional experience of ten years or more (Post-
enrolment with State Bar Council for Advocates/Date of issuance of the
certificate of registration for Law firms).

B. For the purpose of empanelment, the application shall be divided into two
categories on the basis of professional experience:

Category ‘X’- 10 to15 yrs
Category ‘Y’- 15 yrs and above

C. In case the Advocate has converted his/her independent practice into sole
proprietorship firm/LLP/Company, the entire period of professional experience
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as an independent

practitioner

well as

proprietorship

firm/LLP/Company will be considered. The issuance of the certificate of

registration will be considered as proof of firm/LLP/Company.

. The Gross income receipt from the Profession for the Assessment Year 2022-
23 should be as below:

Cities Advocate/Law Category ‘X’ Category ‘Y’
Firm/LLP/Company
Delhi, Mumbai, | Advocate >35 Lakh >50 Lakh
Kolkata,
Chennai, _
Hyderabad, Law Firm/LLP/ >50 Lakh >1 Crore
Ahmedabad, | Company
Jaipur and
Bangalore
Advocate >25 Lakh >35 Lakh
Other Cities
Law Firm/LLP/ | >40 Lakh >50 Lakh
Company

Applicant should provide a copy of fifteen reported judgments of the
Supreme Court/High Courts/Tribunals settling the preposition of the law of the
applied area/areas of specialization argued as a lead Counsel. If the case is
argued by a Senior Advocate as lead Counsel, the judgment will not be
considered as argued as a lead Counsel. Applicant should opt for area/areas

for specialization from the following list:

Sl. No

Area of Specialization(s)

Commercial Laws/Arbitration laws

Service & Labour Laws

Indirect Tax

Direct Tax

Company Matter/Insolvency

Vi

IPR/Trade Mark/Copyrights
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Vi Civil Laws

viii Criminal Laws

iX Company Law

F. Applicant should provide a letter of empanelment of two Central Govt. Public
Sector Undertakings/ Government of India/Central Govt. Autonomous
bodies/Banks/ Insurance companies for two years or more. The period of
empanelment mentioned in the empanelment letter will only be considered. In
case the PSU/autonomous body has not issued the letter of empanelment,
then the letter from the institutions/authorities giving details of the applicant
and the period of empanelment may also be considered. A copy of the
Judgment/Order mentioning the name of the applicant will not be considered.

G. Merely fu'ifilling eligibility criteria shall not automaticélly} entitle the applicant for
being considered for empanelment.

H. In case, Advocate/Law Firm is not agreed to the professional fees offered by
STC, the applicant will not be entitled to empanelment irrespective of fulfilling
qualification criteria.

l. The applicant must submit readable and valid documentary proof along with
application form, else the application will be summarily rejected.

J. Advocates/Law Firms should have their own chamber or office within the city
periphery where empanelment is sought. Preference will be given to those
Advocates/Law firms who have their offices at New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata, Hyderabad, Jaipur, Bangalore and Ahmedabad.

2. Tenure of Empanelment:

A. Advocate will be empanelled for a period of two years from the date of
empanelment.

B. The Competent Authority reserves the right to terminate the empanelment of
any Advocate/Law firm at any time by giving one-month notice without
assigning any reason.

C. The Competent Authority reserves the right to extend the empanelment period
for a further period of one year on the same terms and conditions subject to
performance being found satisfactory. An Advocate/Law firm has no right to
claim that empanelment period should be extended.
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3. Procedure for Empanelment:

A. Applicant is required to submit an application through Regd.AD/Speed post in
a sealed envelope along with requisite documents clearly mentioning
‘Application for empanelment at............ (Name of the place)’. In case
complete details are not received in sealed envelope, the application will be
summarily rejected.

B. Applicant should clearly mention the location for which an empanelment is
sought. In case an application is submitted for empanelment for more than one
location, only one application is to be submitted clearly mentioning the places
for which the empanelment is being sought, providing all details for each
location. In case requisite details for any location are not submitted, the
applicant will not be considered for empanelment for that location.

C. Applicant’lshould provide a synopsis of important cases handled along with
citation, ratio decided and outcome of cases (won/loss) in the applied area of
specialization.

4. General Terms and Conditions:

i. EOIl is not an offer and the application for empanelment does not confer any
right/assurance whatsoever that they will be empanelled on the panel of STC.

ii. The applicant must have read all the terms and conditions set out in this EOI
and accept the same without any deviation before submission of the
application.

ii. The Advocate/Law firm that is on the current panel of STC or has applied
against previous EOI for empanelment is also required to apply afresh to this
notice.

iv. STC reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the applications at any
stage of the process without assigning any reason thereof and no
claim/dispute in this regard shall be entertained.

v. STC reserves the right to verify/cross-check the information furnished
/submitted by the applicant.

vi. Mere empanelment of the Advocate/Law firm does not guarantee any award of
work/assignment by STC.

vii. The size of the panel and number of Advocates/Law firms on the panel shall be
determined by STC and Advocates/Law firms have no right to claim for
empanelment even if they fulfil the eligibility criteria.

viii. STC reserves the right to assign work to any Advocate/Law firm and no right
exists for empanelled Advocates to claim that they alone should be entrusted
with STC work.

ix If a Panel Advocate has committed professional misconduct or has indulged in
any act of omission or commission which is against professional ethics or has
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facilitated fraud/ perpetration of fraud, STC reserves its right to take steps to
lodge a Complaint with the Bar Council concerned, for appropriate action
besides taking any other legal recourse.

X. Empanelled Advocate/Law firm should not use STC name, symbol etc. in their
letter-head, sign board, name plates, pamphlets etc such as ‘Legal advisor to
STC'/ Advocate for STC' etc.

xi. Empanelled Advocate/Law firm shall not appear/advise against STC under any
circumstances.

xii. While pursuing/defending any litigation on behalf of the STC, the Empanelled
Advocate/l.aw firm should -

a) Intimate day-to-day progress of the matter to the STC,
b) Not to seek adjournment without instructions from the company.

c¢) Not to make any submission against the interests of the company before
any Court/Forum/Tribunal etc. o

d) Maintain absolute secrecy and confidentiality about the cases of STC. At
any point of time, if it has been noticed that an Advocate/ Law firm is
violating any of these provisions, such Advocates/ Law firms shall be de-
panelled with the immediate effect. Besides, a suitable legal action may
also to be taken against them.

f) Coordinate with Senior Advocates engaged in the case as well as with the
officers of STC.

g) Give a considered opinion within the time specified or 15 (fifteen) days of
the judgment/Order/award delivered in the assigned case with
suggestions to proceed further.

In the event, an Advocate/Law firm does not confirm the above parameters,
STC may automatically remove them from its panel.

xiii. Advocate (s) with a minimum of ten years’ experience would represent STC
in different courts.

xiv. STC reserves the right to withdraw the brief at any stage of litigation without
assigning any reason thereof. After completion of a case or expiry of tenure
or de-panelment of an Advocate/Law firm, STC reserves the right to engage
any other Advocate/Law firm to pursue the litigation and withdraw the brief.
It is the obligation of an Advocate to hand over complete records to STC'’s
Authorized Advocate/Law Firm along with a no objection certificate.

xv. Notwithstanding anything contained in the above guidelines for empanelment

of an Advocate/Law Firm, the Competent Authority of STC may relax,
modify or extend any criteria to empanel or" panel/de-panel any

Advocate/Law Firm.
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xvi. STC reserves the right to cancel the EOI at any stage without assigning any
reason and any decision taken by STC will be binding on applicants.

xvii. STC further reserves the right to review the policy after three months and
any decision taken by STC will be binding on the empanelled Advocate/Law
Firm.

5. Terms and Conditions on payment of fees:

i. Fees will be the maximum fee offered to him/her and no request for revision
of fees will be entertained under any circumstances.

ii. Conference charges shall be admissible only when a representative of the
STC remains present during the conference (physical or virtual) unless
specifically waived.

iii. ~Clerkage charges shall be payable @10% of the appearance fee only.

iv. Miscellaneous and other incidental charges may be reimbursed on the
actual basis subject to providing the original bill/certification by the
Advocate/Law firm.

v. As far as possible, no advance payment would be made to any
Advocate/Law firm except to meet expenses of court fees and other out-of-
pocket expenses and only if a request in this regard is received from the
Advocate.

vi. An Advocate/Law firm to whom the matter is entrusted will first provide a
written opinion on the merits of the case. No fee will be payable for same.

vii. The fees/charges for an outstation visit for holding a conference, inspection
of court records etc. and or attending matters by an Advocate/Law firm will
be according to his standing in the profession.(Subject to maximum
reimbursement of Economy class Airfare shall be allowed)

viii. In a matter before a tribunal (Customs/ Sales Tax/Income Tax), fees to be
paid to an Advocate/Law firm shall be the same as that of an Advocate/Law
firm engaged in a High Court case.

ix. Wherever the Advocate/Law firm attends the Court/Tribunal, but
adjournment is sought by opposite counsel or the matter does not reach for
hearing or only the next date of hearing is given without any hearing, 25%
of appearance fees shall only be payable.

x. If the appearance is through virtual mode, the fees payable would be 75%
of appearance fees in the case of effective hearing, and 25% for non-
effective hearing. Similarly, for the conference conducted through virtual
mode, 75% of the conference charges would be applicable.

xi. The Advocate/Law firm-shall not seek adjournment without instructions from
STC. If adjournment is sought without instructions from STC, no fee shall
be payable without valid justification to STC. .

Xii. In case an adjournment is sought by counsel for STC due to personal

reasons, no fee shall be payable.
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Xiii.
Xiv.

XV.
XVi.

XVii.

XViii,

XixX.

XX.

XXi,

XXii.

GST shall be borne by STC subject to rules applicable from time to time.
If the situation warrants, Advocates/Law firms may also be engaged on a
lumpsum basis.
Interest shall not be paid for any delayed payment.
Where two or more cases involving substantially identical or similar
questions of law or fact are involved, orle such cases shall be treated as a
lead case and others as identical/connected cases and the Advocate/Law
firm shall be paid full fee for the main case and 25% of the fee of main case
for each of the identical or similar/connected case, subject to a maximum of
10 cases only.
In case the matter is disposed of in one/two hearings without filing any
pleadings, only appearance fee will be payable.
The consolidated fee payable to advocates for conducting Arbitration/
Litigation shall be released in parts as per the following:
a) /25% of the fees on completion of pleadings.
b) 25% of the fees on conclusion of the final arguments but the
Award/Judgment is yet to be passed.
c) 50% of the fees on receipt of the final Award/Judgment and legal
opinion from the advocate thereafter.

If, after commencement of the arbitration proceedings, the parties agree to
settle the dispute mutually through conciliation or withdraw the arbitration,
the advocate would be entitled to a pro-rata percentage of fees till the stage
of arbitration.

If there is a change of Advocate/Law firm for any reason(s), then the new
advocate is entitled to pro-rata payment depending upon the stage at which
the matter is entrusted to him/her.
if an opinion is obtained from a former or current Attorney General/Solicitor
General/Additional Solicitor General/Advocate General/Additional Advocate
General/ Senior Advocate and the case for opinion is prepared by the
briefing counsel, the briefing counsel shall be entitled to a consolidated fee
up to 1/5" of the fee.

In cases where STC is a proforma party, the fees shall be payable as
determined by STC.

6. Submission details:

Only one application will be accepted from Advocates/Law firms against the
EOQI.

Application in response to this EOl must be submitted in sealed envelope
super scribed with “Empanelment of Advocate/Law Firms for................
(Name of the place)” in prescribed format along with supporting documents
latest by 15:00 hours on or before 18.11.2024 to Shri Rupam Kumar
Gupta, Deputy Manager (Law), The State Trading Corporation of India
Limited, 10th Floor, Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan, Tolstoy Marg, New Delhi-
110001.
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ii.  Application submitted through Ordinary Post will not be accepted.
v Self-attested true copy of all requisite documents (mentioned hereinbelow)
should be submitted along with the application.

a) High School certificate in support of age.

b) Registration with Bar Council.

c) ldentity card issued by Bar Association/ Bar Council.

d) Copies of empanelment with other Organizations (if any).

e) Certificates in support of educational qualifications/experience/expertise.

f) An undertaking from the advocate to the effect that all information furnished
by him is correct.

g) Details regarding the cases in which the Advocate was able to get
favourable outcome/decision which are reported/referred in reputed legal
journals etc.

h) Details of office Infrastructure.

i) Copies of Income-Tax Returns for last three preceding years.

j) Acceptance of all the terms and conditions of empanelment unconditionally
and uhequivocally. &

k) Other relevant information, if any.

v. STC does not take any responsibility for loss of application in transit.

vi. STC reserves the right to summarily reject the application without assigning
any reasons thereof and no claim/dispute in this regard shall be entertained.

kkkkkkdk
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Annexure-*‘A’

Application for Empanelment as an Advocate/Law Firm

Place(s) for empanelment-.................u....

Areas of Specializations........coceverrrierernneecenennennss

1. Name of the Advocate/Law Firm:

2. Year of Establishment (Firm/LLP/ Company): (With documentary
evidence)

() In the case of Company, a -certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation.

(i) In the case of a Partnership Firm, a certificate from CA certifying the
date of registration along with a certified beJy of the Partnership
Deed.

3. Years of experience as an Advocate/Solicitor: (Enrolment details-Copy

of

Bar Council license)

Courts/Forums/Tribunals where practicing:

Office Address:

Contact No. of Advocate/Law Firm with Email Id.:

Name(s) of the Managing Partner(s) (For Law Firms only):

® N o v s

Gross receipts from Profession for the Assessment Year 23-24: (To be
supported by a certificate from the Auditor of the Firm /Chartered
Accountant, in case of an Advocate)
9. Details of the Following:
() Service Tax No.
(i) PAN No:
10. Areas of specializations: (Fifteen reported judgments of
SC/HC/Tribunal
in each applied area of specializations)
11. Details of empanelment: (submit proof)
12. Details of office/chambers:

Signature
Date: |
Place: |
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STC’S SCHEDULE OF FEE FOR ADVOCATES/LAW FIRMS

Arbitration matters

S.N | Particulars Category “X” | Category “Y”
(In Rs.) (In Rs.)
(10-15 Yrs) | 15 Yrs & more
1s Consolidated fee for conducting the
entire arbitration right from the stage of 3,00,000 5,00,000
preliminary hearing in the arbitration till
providing legal opinion on the final
Award of the arbitration excluding
appearance/Conference fee & misc
expenditure
Conference per hour "7,000 10,000
Misc. expenditure On Actuals On Actuals
(Bills are to be | (Bills are to be
produced) produced)
General Legal Opinion 10,000 20,000
Issue/Reply to legal notice 15,000 30,000
COURT/FORUM/TRIBUNAL /TAX/NCLT/CASES
Particulars Category “X” | Cateqgory “Y”
(In Rs.) (In Rs.)
(10-15 Yrs) 15Yrs & more
1 Consolidated fee | Supreme Court 1.50 000
for  conducting - A
the entire case
right from | High Courts/
receiving Tribunals 1,00,000 125,000
notice/summon
till providing
legal opinion on
the final | District Courts &
judgment of the | Other Legal Forums
case excluding 75,000 1,00,000
appearance
fee/conference
fee & misc
expenditure _
2 Conference per Hour 7,000 10,000
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) Misc. Expenditure On Actuals On Actuals
(Bills are to be | (Bills are to be
produced) produced)
4 General Legal Opinion 10,000 20,000
Issue/Reply to legal notice 15,000 30,000
Appearance fee
Category “X” Category “Y”
. (In Rs.) (In Rs.)
SN Particulars (10-15 Yrs) 15Yrs & more
Effective Supreme Court - 30,000
1 hearing
High Court /Tribunals 15,000 25,000
District Court & Other 10,000 15,000
Legal Forums
2 Non-effective hearing 25% of fee 25% of fee
3 Hearing before Registrar 25% of fee 25 % of fee
4 Hearing of Connecting Case 10% of fee 10% of fee
5 Clerkage 10% of 10% of
appearance appearance
fee fee
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Page 13 of 13 77“ —



